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Reaching Out to Grow Hope-Filled Followers of Jesus 

You shall have no other gods before me. Exodus 20:3 and Deuteronomy 5:7 
 
This Lent we will spend time with Martin Lutherôs Small Catechism, as we spend time in study and 
prayer in preparation for Holy Week and the Passion of our Lord (the story of Jesusô final days and 
resurrection). Be invited to midweek worship at 6:30pm each Wednesday in Lent and hear 
scripture and reflections from Lutherôs popular handbook for the Christian home. We begin Lent in 
devotion on a simple commandment: you are to have no other gods. This seems simple enough. In 
Lutherôs conversational style of the Small Catechism, he asks: What is this? Answer: We are to 
fear, love, and trust God above all things. You never find Luther this succinct!  
 
Reality is a little less simple though isnôt it? There are many things in our life vying to be a god. 
What does this mean? Luther offers óGod is that in which we are to look for all good and in which 
we are to find refuge in all need. Therefore, to have a god is nothing else than to trust and believe 
in that one with your whole heartô (Lutherôs Large Catechism). Money, power, image, a relationship 
just to name a few would-be-gods in our life. What challenges you the most in living out this first 
commandment? This Lent, I encourage you to take some time apart and reflect honestly on your 
life and explore again (or for the first time!) this handbook for the Christian household (see last 
February Rays for where to obtain a copy or ask me). Check in with yourself and your relationship 
with God and then go to God in prayer. Ask for forgiveness and guidance in places you find 
yourself challenged. Talk with a trusted friend as we journey together through this blessed season 
of the church year. 
 

Questions for reflection and sharing in your family, at Cross of Hope, and 
beyond: 
What did you discover? What was new for you?  
Reflect on and/or share a story of trust in God in your life.  
How is prayer an important part of living out the first commandment?  
 

Prayer: You alone are holy. You alone are God. Send your Spirit to fill my heart and respond to 
your goodness and love with my prayer and devotion. In Jesusô name, Amen.  
 
Peace, 

 

R. Adam Berndt 
Lead Pastor 
Cross of Hope Church and Schools 



RAYS OF HOPE March 2017 

Page 2 

January 2017 Attendance 

Total Attendance:  1087 

Average Attendance: 217 

Cross of Hope Lutheran Church 
6104 Taylor Ranch Road NW 
Albuquerque, NM  87120 

Phone Number:  (505) 897-0047 
E-mail:  office@crossofhope.org 

On the web at:  www.crossofhope.org 
New:  councilpres@crossofhope.org 

 
The newsletter of Cross of Hope Lutheran 
Church is published each month for the 
enrichment of the mission (ñReaching Out 
to Grow Hope-Filled Followers of Jesusò), 
for the life of the people of God at Cross of 
Hope and our community. 

WE WANT YOUR NEWS ITEMS: 
 

Deadline is 10th of the month for the 
following monthôs edition.  Send E-mail 
articles to office@crossofhope.org or 
deliver to church office. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. R. Adam Berndt 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Matt Powell   
 

Editorial Staff: Nancy Morrison 
 Carol Russell 
 Forrest Uppendahl 
 Linda Willoughby 
 

Columnists: Patty Westerfield 
 Kathy Albin 
 

Contributors: Thoughts from Ally 
 
Reporter: Carol Russell 
 

Council Communication: 
 Nancy Lacher, President 

Council Corner 

March 1 is Ash Wednesday 
and we begin our season of 
Lent.  During Lent we will all 
be reading the devotionals 
written by you and fellow 
members of our community 
of faith.  We have been 
sharing our faith with one 
another this way for a 
number of years now.  
 
And starting in Lent we 
have an opportunity to learn 
how to share our faith in 
another way.  Itôs through 
our new ministry opportunity 
Unbinding Your Heart.  
There will be multiple 
opportunities during the 
week and on Sunday for 
members to participate in 
this exciting ministry.  
Please check out the 
schedule in your Hope-filled 
Happenings. 
 
Thanks to all those who 
have made our HeBrews 
ministry a reality.  Itôs up 
and running!  And thanks to 
all of you for making it 
happen.  We appreciate the 
donation of crosses, and 
your contributions and faith 
in this venture.  Please 
continue to pray for this 
blossoming ministry to 
welcome new folks into a 

 
 January  Year to Date Mortgage 

Balance  2016 Year to Date Budget 
Revenues  $      45,498  $     315,662.  $     328,788.  

Expenses net of Depr  $      42,306.  $     264,644.  $     269,877.  

Debt Reduction  $        6,254.  $       43,467.  $       43,450.  $    654,776 

Cash Flow  $      (3,061).  $         7,551.  $       15,462  

Nancy Lacher 
Council President 

Continued on page 6 

life with Christ.  Itôs growing 
and expanding even as I 
write this article. 
 
A new and exciting 
stewardship opportunity 
was presented to 25 
congregations including us.  
It is called Stewardship for 
All Seasons .   We will 
receive support and training 
as we proceed with year-
round stewardship.  It is 
based on research based 
principles and effective 
strategies.  As stated in the 
materials shared with us, 
 
ñThe purpose of 
Stewardship For All 
Seasons (SAS) is to 
lead congregations, 
pastors and stewardship 
teams into effective 
stewardship ministry 
which is a 
comprehensive, all year, 
systematic emphasis 
and not just a once-a-
year drive.  
 
Moving from a once-a-
year appeal mode to an 
integrated ministry 
emphasis will greatly 
increase the 
congregationsô gift 
income as well as 
create joyful, generous 
and energetic stewards.  
 
SAS is an attempt to 
help congregations 
learn these basic 
principles and methods, 
adjust them to try within 
the congregational 

mailto:office@crossofhope.org
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Anniversaries 

John & Norma Goewey 3/3 16 years 

Robert & Carolyn Bye 3/7 36 years 

Rick & Megan Jahn  3/11   5 years 

Rich & Rosemary Neely 3/13 35 years 

Ken & Lynnette Anselmi 3/25 50 years 

Richard & Erin Hielkema 3/25 17 years 

Patrick & Jeanette McNealy 

    3/30 21 years 

Margie Reed  3/1 

Eryn Frosch  3/2 

Nancy Umbreit 3/2 

Kevin Perkins 3/3 

Elaine Pratt  3/4 

Dylan Alderette 3/5 

Trevor Schuman 3/5 

Lindsay OôRoark 3/6 

Bryan Ruddy  3/8 

Estrella Montano 3/9 

Bobbi Dopslaf 3/10 

John Fries  3/12 

Charles Hendrickson

   3/13 

Pat Benchik  3/15 

Lois Caipen  3/16 

Alexis Girard  3/16 

Ethan McClain 3/17 

Kathy Lovell  3/18 

Kelly Erickson 3/20 

Chuck Montano 3/20 

Todd Bramley 3/21 

Larry Erickson 3/23 

Julie Thompson 3/23 

Xander Bencomo 3/24 

Sharon Halstead 3/24 

Sam Jones  3/24 

James II Wood 3/26 

Bob Slagle  3/30 

Birthdays 

Wednesday 
March 22, 2017 

 
Sweet Tomatoes 

10126 Coors Blvd NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 

 
Meets at 1:00 P.M. 

 
Lunch Bunch Coordinator: 
Stan Socha - 839-7416 

Birth Announcements 
 

Wendy Sylvester announces the birth of her 
granddaughter Cozette Amelie Tarin, born  
 February 8, 2017 
Parents: Manny & Letty Tarin 

ðððððððððððððððð 
Sheri and Robert Phillips announce the birth of 
their great grandson Ramon 
Alexander Rose-Murillo. He was 
born February 20, 2017  in Mesa, 
AZ  to parents: Blayne Rose and 
Alex Murillo.  

Members of COH unable to worship on 
a regular basis. Send a card or call! 

Heart Strings 

Betty Banks 
c/o Chip and Pat Davis 
831-0249 
300 Camino Siete SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
 
Marie Cannoles 
891-7505 
Palmilla Senior Assisted 
Living, Room 240 
10301 Golf Course Rd NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
 
Ken Harrington 
505-239-2623 
2400 Stockbridge Rd. 
Apt 2110 
Denton, TX  76208 
 

Barb Ostby 
890-4534 
4043 Rayado NW 
Albuquerque, NM  87114 
 
Karen Reiten 
899-1504 
4841 Shin Avenue NE 
Rio Rancho, NM 87144 
 
Jo Threewit / HHC 
Cell 974-5540, 262-2311 
Manzano Del Sol Village 
Good Samaritan, #2224-B1 
5201 Roma SE 
Albuquerque, NM  87108 
 
Pat Woldt 
29639 N Balmoral Place 
San Tan Valley, AZ 85143 

Death 
Announcement 
 
Our dear sister in Christ Jan Paris 
died Thursday, February 16, 2017.   
 
A memorial service is scheduled to 
be held at Cross of Hope Church 
and Schools on Saturday, March 11 
at 1:00 P.M. 
 
Cards may be sent to:  
Mike Doherty and family 

5000 Mariah Rd NW 
Albuquerque, NM  87120-2495 
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Please plan to join us for Unbinding Your Heart; 
40 Days of Prayer and Faith Sharing, a 
resource written by Martha Grace Reese, during 
the season of Lent here at Cross of Hope!  This 
is a 40 day experience with a group of people 
where you will pray with and for one another, 
read scripture and try a prayer journal, read an 
average of 19 pages per week from the book 
about faith and God, talk about evangelism 
(sharing your faith in your everyday life) with 
your group, and listen for where the Holy Spirit 
might be leading you and this congregation.  ñAt 
its core, evangelism is people sharing with 
others their personal understandings that life is 
better, richer, truer if one has faith in Christ and 
lives in a faith community.ò (Reese, page 5) 
 
The goal of this evangelism model is to get 80% 
of our worshiping community to experience 
Unbinding over the course of 12 months.  That 
is 195 people here at Cross of Hope!  Will you 
be a part of the 80% who will experience this 

transforming model of thinking about who we 
are as the body of Christ and what God is up to 
through us? 
 
There will be several offerings during Lent to 
make it possible for you to participateð
Sundays at both 9:45 am and 12 noon, 
Wednesdays at both 12 noon and 7 pm, and 
Fridays at 6 pm.  Please prayerfully 
considering signing up today for a time that 
works in your schedule! 
 
To sign up please see the display in the Great 
Hall at Cross of Hope.  You may also sign up by 
calling or emailing the church office at 897-0047 
or office@crossofhope.org .  If you have any 
questions please talk with Pastor Matt in 
person, call him at the church office, or email 
him at matt@crossofhope.org .  
 
Books will be available at church a week before 
the first session, please pick a book up ahead of 
time and read Introduction and Chapter 1 for 
week one. 
 
All books are used at $10.00 each (please make 
your check out to Cross of Hope Church and in 
the memo state - Unbinding Your Heart book. 
Scholarships are available for the book; please 
talk with Pastor Matt about this if it would be 
helpful to you. 

Schedule 

 

Ash Wednesday is March 1 

Week One - Friday March 3, Sunday March 5, Wednesday March 8 

Week Two - Friday March 10, Sunday March 12, Wednesday March 15 

Week Three - Friday March 17, Sunday March 19, Wednesday March 22 

Week Four - Friday March 24, Sunday March 26, Wednesday March 29 

Week Five - Friday March 31, Sunday April 2, Wednesday April 5 

Week Six - Friday April 7, Sunday April 9 (Palm Sunday), Wednesday April 12 (Holy Week) 

 

*each week number corresponds to the chapter to be discussed that week (week one: chapter one, etc.) 

A Shared Lenten Journey! 

mailto:office@crossofhope.org
mailto:matt@crossofhope.org
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L  ast week the definition of whom 
my neighbor is changed 
for me. All of a sudden 
people who pray 
differently than I do 
were singled out and 
detained. Their day-to-
day activities were 
interrupted preventing 
them from traveling 

freely to work, be reunited with family members, 
and have life enhancing medical procedures 
performed in our country. They had done 
nothing wrong, and yet they were detained and 
told they no longer had the rights they did just 
one day before. They became my neighbor. 
 
I understand the world we live in can be a very 
scary place, and perhaps itôs instinctive to want 
to protect ourselves, and those we love. But we 
lose when we allow fear to seep into our hearts 
and drive our actions. 
 
I donôt think Pope Francis put it too strongly 
when he said recently, ñFear ï as well as being 
a good deal for the merchants of arms and 
death ï weakens and destabilizes us, destroys 
our psychological and spiritual defenses, numbs 
us to the suffering of others,ò he said. ñIn the 
end it makes us cruel.ò 
 
Jesus understood this all too well. Right after he 
was born he and his parents became refugees. 
They fled from a government that was 
slaughtering all the boys under the age of two 
years old with the sole purpose of killing him. 
And yet several years later the message Jesus 
taught was one of love, not of fear. It is a 
timeless and relevant message meant not only 
for his followers then, but also for us now. 
 
Jesus tells us to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. He tells us to turn the other cheek. 
He tells us to love our enemies. And he tells us 
to care for the sick, the poor, and those that 
have no home.  
 
I believe thatôs because Jesus knows we are at 
our best ï that we are the people God created 
us to be - when we love and help others, no 

matter who they are. He also knows in order 
for love to reign in our hearts, we must drive 
out the fear. You see itôs impossible for us to 
hold onto our fears, and to love at the same 
time. 
 
So, how can we come to terms with all of this 
and live the life God has called us to live? By 
letting Godôs love flow into us, and then out to 
others. When we change the focus of our life 
into one that seeks to give, instead of receive, 
we change the very fabric of who we are, and 
our fears disappear. 
 
St. Francis of Assisi taught us how to do this. 
When talking to a family member, friend, or co-
worker we are simply to be more concerned 
with what they are saying, and less concerned 
with having them understand us. We are to 
look for ways to meet the needs of those 
around us, and stop about expecting them to 
meet our needs. We are to love others first, 
and not expect our love to be returned.  
 
I believe these are simple, but life changing 
actions. A life that embodies these actions will 
be a life that spreads hope, healing, 
forgiveness, joy and love. It will be a life that 
helps heal a broken world and promotes the 
Kingdom of Love - Godôs Kingdom, right now. 

Patty Westerfield, 
Columnist 

Love is Letting Go of Fear 

By Patty Westerfield 

New Mexico Sunrise -  

Photo taken by John McWilliam, February 2017 
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Council Corner continued from page 2 

Lent Devotional Booklets - ñRe-Formò - 'The spirit 
and gift of Luther encourages us all as Christians.'  
 
Romans 15:13 "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit."  
 
The Lent Devotion booklets are available, at the church , you can also view or 
download it from the crossofhope.org website link  
http://www.crossofhope.org/multimedia/lentendevotional/LentDevotion.pdf 
 
 
Thanks to our coordinators Nancy Brunson and Mary Bresnahan and to those who wrote a 
devotion. 

Sweet Jazz 2017 
Family Promise of Albuquerque Presents the 11th Annual 

Sweet Jazz with Sid Fendley and friends 

 

Date: Sunday, March 26 

Location: Sandia Presbyterian Church, 10704 Paseo del Norte NE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87122 

Tickets: $20.00 (2 for $35.00: online sales only) 

Visit: familypromiseabq.org to purchase tickets and for more information. 

setting, and apply them so more gifts will be 
available for ministry and so more people 
will become generous stewards. People 
most often give out of a profound sense of 
gratitude to God for all their blessings.ò  

 
If you are interested in working with us on this 
team, please let me or Pastor Adam know so 
we can include you in the training. 
 
The next couple of items that will be coming 
soon is the Congregational Vitality Survey, a 
way for us to study and assess our churchôs 
ministry efforts and goals. And, look for more 
information about our Social Media ministry 
team.  We are looking at so many different ways 
to reach out to grow hope-filled followers of 
Jesus. 

 
Please pray for, support, and join us in our 
mission of sharing our story so that we reach 
out to grow hope-filled followers of Jesus 
together.  
 
On behalf of the Congregational Council Team,   
 
Pastor Adam, Pastor Matt, Johannah Ruddy, 
Todd Bramley,  Jan Anderson, Bill Wooten, 
Francine Sedillo, Bryan Ruddy, and Sam Jones. 
 
With  Godôs Hope, Love and Joy, 
 
Nancy Lacher, Council President 
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Applications are available in the Elementary School Office or 
online at www.crossofhope.org/schools/elementary 
 
Questions? Email esoffice@crossofhope.org  or  
Call the School Office: 505-897-1832 

Registration for New Students is Currently Open 

Lutherans and Catholics 
Commemorate 500 Years of Renewal and Reform 1517 - 2017 

 
March 18 - 9 A.M. - 3 P.M. at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 1100 Indian School Road NE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87102. 
 
Conference with special presenters from the Roman Catholic Church, Lutheran 
Church  - Missouri Synod, and Evangelical Lutheran Church of America will give 
special presentations from their own traditions. 
 
 
Participating Communions: St. Andrew Lutheran, LCMS; Cross of Hope, 
ELCA; Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, Roman Catholic 

Food Bank Update 
 
Happy New Year!  What a great year 2016 was for the COH Food Bank.  The congregation here continues 
to give, and give, and give, and giveé  Again, a hearty thank you. 
 
As we look forward at 2017, I see many wonderful things happening for the food bank.  We are 
going to buy a scale so that we can have a better idea of what comes in and out.  At this point, I 
canôt even make an educated guess.   
 
We are going to start helping the Mobile Food Pantry at Harvest Church.  We are hoping to get a 
group of 10-15 to go Saturday, March 18.  If you would like to join this group, please contact me 
ASAP.  This pantry provides food to Westside individuals/families on the third Saturday of each 
month.  Iôm hoping to do this several times a year.  
 
We are also going to add another food pantry to donate to.  Once this relationship is solidified, I will 
offer more information.  I believe that God will provide, through us, for another relationship.  If you 
havenôt donated in the past, please prayerfully consider starting to donate now.  The more food we 
collect, the more food we can donate.  Again, thank you to those who donate regularly. 
 
I am excited to see where God leads us in our food bank endeavor.  God Bless. 
Food  
 ñéif you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 
rise in the darkness and your gloom like the noonday.ò ï Isaiah 58:10. 
 
Martha Monta¶o, Food Bank Coordinator  505-453-8321 Martha@clmtechno.com  

http://www.crossofhope.org/schools/elementary
mailto:esoffice@crossofhope.org
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A s a parent it can sometimes be really 
tough to see the fruit of the 
sacrifice that we all make in 
sending a child to private 
school. Does the extra hard 
work really matter in the grand 
scheme of things? Is my child 
really benefitting in a way that 
I can say, "Yes, it's worth it"? 
I'm sure we all ask these 
questions from time to time 

and maybe that question goes unanswered for 
a time. I want to take a minute to share a real 
life story with you that occurred at Cross of 
Hope Elementary last week that is 
extraordinary. 
 
One of our classrooms sent out permission slips 
with all students for a field trip that is upcoming. A 
few days had gone by and one by one children 
brought their permission slips in. The due date for 
the form had come and one student came to the 
realization that their parents hadn't given them what 
they needed for the trip. Not out of neglect or any 
negative reason, it so happened that between one 
parent being out of town and the other working full 
time it got missed. (We've all been there) 
 
This student started talking with a classmate about 
what had happened and that the student was going 
to miss the field trip. Upon hearing this the student  
reached into a backpack and out of the studentôs 
own money gave the other what was needed to 
secure a place on the trip. Neither student told any 
one else that day what had transpired. (The teacher 
was given the permission slip and the money and 
nothing was said about the exchange in the hallway) 
 
Out of the kindness of a stundentôs heart and seeing 
the need of someone else, this Mighty Knight gave 
to another without thought of payback or reward. 
Simply saw that a classmate didn't have something 
and saw that they could supply it.  
 
The parent who was out of town, after hearing this 
story, went to thank the mom of this kind hearted 
Mighty Knight thinking that she had stepped up to 
help out. This mom responded with a blank look, 
she knew nothing about what had occurred. Her 
child hadn't said anything, a week later, because to 
them there was no need to talk about it, it was done 
with. 
 
This kind hearted gesture is what is taught, 
modeled and encouraged at Cross of Hope 

Elementary. In our Bibles, Jesus teaches us two 
very important lessons; love God with 
everything you have and to love your neighbor 
as yourself. Clearly this Mighty Knight has 
learned these lessons and is living them out on 
a daily basis. 
 
Every week in Chapel, the "House Cup" is 
awarded to the House that has accumulated the 
most "Mighty Knight Slips", awarded to students 
for thoughtful, loving and selfless behavior that 
students display with the well being of others in 
mind. Our Mighty Knight in the story above is a 
hero. And we have many more heroes at the 
school as seen in the excitement over who wins 
the "House Cup" at Chapel. 
 
When I hear things like this it reaffirms my 
family's choice to sacrifice and bring our child to 
this amazing school. Sometimes these stories 
go on without much fanfare as it is a way of life 
at Cross of Hope Elementary, but I thought I 
would take a moment and share how incredible 
and special of a place we have all come 
together at. As an adult, I have found few 
places that have this kind of sweet spirit 
bestowed upon by God. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Nate Bruch, Cross of Hope 
Elementary School Office 
Manager 

Nate Bruch, 
Elementary School 
Office Manager 

A ñMighty Knight House Slipò for Sure! 

Scholastic Book Fair at Cross of Hope 
Elementary School 
 
The Scholastic Book Fair will be at Cross of Hope 
Elementary School April 3 - April 7. Book fair is a 
chance to get new books for your kids and to help 
support our school library and classroom libraries.  
Studies have shown that the number of books in a 
childôs home has the same impact, if not an even 
higher impact on a childôs educational attainment as 
parental education levels. I hope you will take this 
opportunity to encourage your childôs love of 
reading and support our library! 
 
If you have any questions, or if you would like to 
make this the best book fair Cross of Hope has 
ever hosted, please feel free to contact Tara 
Tegard, COHES Library library@crossofhope.org 

mailto:library@crossofhope.org
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Meet Two of Our Newest Members: 
Beth and Don Cretsinger 
Written by Beth and Don            Interviewed and edited by Carol Russell 

Beth: I was born in 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
and raised in Columbia 
City, Indiana. At four 
hours of age I joined 
the life of my new 
family. My legal 
adoption papers say I 
was a "prayed for 
child." I was baptized 
at age two at Grace 

Lutheran Church there. My mother was the 
Sunday School Superintendent and first grade 
teacher. My father never participated in the 
church community. During my junior and senior 
years of high school I was a kindergarten 
Sunday School teacher. After graduating from 
high school, I entered a three year diploma 
school of nursing in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
 
After graduation from nursing school, I married 
Don Cretsinger in 1963. My working career was 
as a R. N. in several areas of hospital nursing, 
and then office nursing. I finished my career as 
a medical receptionist. 
 
In 1983 Don was offered a manufacturer 
representative job in Albuquerque. We pulled 
up over forty years of Hoosier roots and headed 
in stages to Albuquerque. As a family we 
enjoyed camping trips to the mountains, fun 
vacations, visiting historical places and enjoying 
God's creation. This was during 1983 through 
1993. I worked for Don when he had his own 
manufacture rep business from 1985 - 1990. In 
1993 The Michigan City company Don was 
working for wanted him to take over their 
Midwest Territory. After praying about it, we 
heard "trust and go." Which we did by moving 
to Louisville, Kentucky. In March 1999 Don was 
downsized out of a job, so we put the house on 
the market. We then went on a vacation 
through the southern states, sold our house, got 
in touch with Bruce Molde and moved back to 
Albuquerque. We found our retirement home on 
the west side and settled in. 
 
We were blessed to celebrate our 50th wedding 
anniversary in 2013 with our family in Chama, 
New Mexico. Our family circle consists of 

daughters Trudy, who is in college; and David, 
Cathy and Diane, and their husbands: Matt and 
Lew. Grandchildren are Benjamin and Catalina 
who are in College, and Ian and Gavin, who are 
12 year old seventh graders. 
 
Our friends, Bill and Bev Fry, were members of 
Cross of Hope and we visited a few Sundays. 
However, the Holy Spirit was calling us back to 
St. Luke's, where we coordinated an Alpha 
course for three years. Last summer the Holy 
Spirit nudged us to find a spiritual community of 
the west side of town. After visiting several 
churches, we felt the Holy Spirit calling us to 
join the Cross of Hope. 
 
Our new Cross of Hope family has blessed us 
through your openness in welcoming strangers, 
and with joy and excitement. I am enjoying 
WOW, W3 and Lunch Bunch. I found the New 
Members class to be awesome! 
 
Don: Who is Don Cretsinger?  My favorite 
answer is "The other half of Don and Beth."  I 
hope you read Beth's article first which reveals 
most of the pertinent details of our story. 
 
My faith story is a little different.  I was not 
raised in a church-going family.  I started going 
to church because my sister did not want to go 
alone.  I got baptized and became a Methodist.  
Not really a devoted one, I'm afraid.  After 
serving Uncle Sam in the Air Force for four 
years, I met Beth.  She was in nurses' training 
at the time.  Beth was a devoted Lutheran, and 
since I wanted to get to know her better, I 
attended the Lutheran church.  We got married 
a year to the day we met.  I became a Lutheran 
and we attended church together.  
 
Because of Beth, a devout Christian, we 
decided God would be a major force in our 
marriage and family.  As I look back on it, that 
may have been the wisest decision I ever 
made.  
 
We raised our three daughters, and with the 
Grace of God they have grown into fine, 
intelligent adults with families of their own.  

Cretsinger continued on page 10  

Don and Beth Cretsinger 


